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News Brief 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home last night wrapping up her four-day official visit to India. Earlier 

in the day, Indian National Congress President Sonia Gandhi called on the Bangladesh Premier at Hotel Taj Mahal. 

During the meeting, Congress Chief lauded Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for making tremendous socio-economic 

development which helped her secure the office for the third consecutive term. Former Indian Prime Minister Dr. 

Manmohan Singh who accompanied Sonia Gandhi also complimented Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her great 

initiative to achieve the impressive economic growth in the country. In the meeting, Sheikh Hasina recalled with 

gratitude India’s support to achieve the independence of Bangladesh. The Premier congratulated Congress General 

Secretary Priyanka Gandhi who accompanied her mother, on her joining politics. The PM invited Sonia Gandhi to visit 

Bangladesh to celebrate the birth centenary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Sonia 

Gandhi accepted the invitation. Later, Congress General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi tweeted, Sheikh Hasina's strength 

in overcoming deep personal loss and hardship and fighting for what she believed in with bravery and perseverance is, 

and always will be a great inspiration for her.  

 A media report said, Bangladesh and India have emphasised the need for 'greater cooperation' to commemorate 

2020 and 2021, two historic years in Bangladesh-India relations. The birth centenary of Father of the Nation 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will be celebrated in 2020 and 50 years of Bangladesh's War of Liberation, and 

the establishment of Bangladesh-India bilateral diplomatic ties in 2021. To commemorate these two anniversary years, 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Indian Counterpart Narendra Modi agreed to enhance cultural interactions 

between the two countries during the Bangladesh Premier's meeting with Indian PM Narendra Modi in New Delhi on 

Saturday. Indian Prime Minister Modi proposed to organise a 'Festival of India' in Bangladesh at a mutually convenient 

period during 2019-2020. They directed the officials concerned to expedite the work towards agreement between 

National Film Development Corporation of India and Bangladesh Film Development Corporation for co-production of 

feature film on Bangabandhu marking the birth centenary of the great leader.  

 A coffee table book mainly for children compiled with Bangabandhu’s speeches will be published by an 

International publication organization marking the birth centenary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman. The initiative was taken at an International publication and translation sub-committee meeting 

arranged by Bangabandhu’s Birth Centenary Celebration National Implementation Committee yesterday. Moreover, a 

biography will also be published for international readers featuring the life and ideals of Bangabandhu.  

 The amount of water India will take from the Feni River in Bangladesh to a town in the Tripura State is 'very 

little', the Water Resources Ministry said in a statement yesterday. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has endorsed the 

related deal on 'humanitarian grounds'  as India will withdraw 1.82 cusec of water from the Feni River as 1 cusec is 

equal to 28.32 litres for a drinking water supply scheme for Sabroom town in Tripura under the MoU. It means the 

withdrawal of water during the dry season will be 0.23 per cent of the total flow, it said.     

 The World Habitat Day-2019 is being observed in the country today with the theme 'Frontier Technologies as 

an innovative tool to transform waste to wealth.' President Md. Abdul Hamid will inaugurate the programme marking 

the day at Bangabandhu International Convention Center in the city this evening.  

 The World Children’s Day-2019 is being observed in the country today with the theme 'Today’s Children will 

bring the light, keep the world better'.  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate the World Children’s Day and 

Child Rights Week-2019 at Bangladesh Shishu Academy in the capital on Wednesday.  

 Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader speaking at a function at the Engineers' Institution 

Bangladesh in Dhaka yesterday said, the government is all set to break the cycle of graft and criminalisation. The 

ongoing drive against corruption will continue until the target is achieved, he said.  

 Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud while visiting a Puja Mandap in the city’s Kalabagan last evening 

said, Bangladesh has set a unique example of interfaith harmony as all of them shed their blood for the country’s 

independence and expected the nation to reach its desired destination with their combined efforts. The number of Puja 

Mandaps has increased by three times in the last 11 years as people are enjoying full freedom and feeling safe in 

performing their respective religions and their economic condition has improved, he said, adding that there were 11,000 

Puja Mandaps in 2008 which increased to 31,398 this year. The Minister also addressed a discussion marking the 

Saptami of the Sharodiya Durga Puja at JM Sen Hall in Chattogram last night.  

  Finance Minister A H M Mustafa Kamal while addressing a rally under Nangolkot upazila in Cumilla 

yesterday said, Bangladesh has made a turnaround in the global index of trade and commerce despite various 

challenges and obstacles while Bangladesh is among the top 20 improving countries in the 'Doing Business Report 

2020' by the World Bank.    
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 A delegation of Parliament Members' Club led by its President and Chief Whip Noor-E-Alam Chowdhury 

Liton greeted Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury marking her birthday at her Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban office 
yesterday with a flower bouquet.   

 A three-day 'Radio Asia Conference and Radio Song Festival-2019' under the auspices of Asia Pacific 

Broadcasting Union will begin in Dhaka on October 29. A preparatory meeting of the event with State Minister for 
Information Dr. Murad Hasan in the chair was held in the ministry yesterday.  

 Two ships of Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force JS Bungo and JS Takashima arrived at Chattogram port 

yesterday on a three-day goodwill visit. Chief Staff Officer of Chattogram Naval Area Captain Syed Helal Hossain 

welcomed the officers and sailors of the ships at the port.  

 A mobile court of RAB yesterday sentenced expelled Jubo League leader Ismail Hossain Chowdhury Samrat 

under Wildlife Preservation and Security Act and his accomplice Arman under Narcotics Control Act to six-month 

imprisonment each in separate cases.  Sources of RAB Force who arrested them from Cumilla last morning said, more 
cases would be filed under anti-money laundering and arms acts.   
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